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Jocelyn Smith, Ed.D.

Embracing the Call 
to Empower the Future

Embracing the Call 
to Empower the Future

EdEducator

Advocate

Facilitator

The Focus of Our Work at 
The University of Notre Dame

• Embracing the future of the Church 
through an increase in Latinx enrollment

• Educating culturally and linguistically 
diverse children through excellent academic 
formation

• Empowering all Catholic school 
stakeholders through the celebration of faith, 
language, and culture
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LATINO OUTREACHENGLISH AS A NEW LANGUAGE

Hernandez Fellows

RELATED PROGRAMS

Professional Development

Latino Enrollment Institute

Adelante Conference

Latino Educator and 
Administrator Development

Resources

Dual Language

School Pastors’ Institute

Early Childhood Language
Intensive Preschools (ECLIP)

Chicago English Learner & Latino Outreach 
Initiative (CELLO)

ACE in Chile (ChACE)

The good ole’ days …
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Catholic schools were founded to serve 
immigrant populations and were 
established as community pillars.

How do we continue 
this legacy?

The current reality…
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Kansas has experienced a 21-30% increase since 2010. 

81,000

This isn’t changing. 
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Always plan ahead. 
It wasn’t raining when Noah built the ark.

- Richard Cushing 

We cannot become what we want by remaining 
what we were. 
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Let me tell you a little about my hometown… Columbus, GA

▪ Population: 194,160 
39.3% are married
13.6% are divorced
27.9% are married with children
26.8% have children, but are single

▪ Catholic Population: 4.7%
▪ Per Capita Income $24,819
▪ Median Household Income: $47,288
▪ Median Age: 33.7
▪ Median House Price: $88,900
▪ Total # of Public Schools: (52 of which 38 are Title I)
▪ Per Pupil Allocation: $11,021
▪ Columbus violent crime is 36.8 (The US average is 22.7)
▪ Columbus property crime is 75.5 (The US average is 35.4)

https://censusreporter.org/

Not what you would expect…

Fast 
Forward …
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Not just enrollment - achievement matters!

Culture rooted in the Catholic faith
…with an authentic devotion to Mary

Our Lady of 
Guadalupe

Our Lady of Altagracia Virgen Caridad 
del Cobre
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She is everywhere! 

Mass is full of life! 



2/29/2024

9

A Culture Born Catholic
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Linguistic needs of students must be addressed

How many of your 
schools have ESL 
trained teachers?
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What % of your 
teachers/administrators 

are Latino?

Always plan ahead. 
It wasn’t raining when Noah built the ark.

- Richard Cushing 

What are you doing about the rain?
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Gifts and 
Opportunities

So we know this is important, 
now what?

We must understand.

Blessings and Fiestas
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Relational Never Transactional

Adelante is now in its 5th year, and this 
summer, we are focusing on powerful 
ways to engage and empower Latino 
families and communities in Catholic 

schools. Join us for the two-and-a-half-day 
conference on the beautiful campus of 

University of Notre Dame as we explore 
creative ways to invite Latino families into 
our Catholic schools, imagine new ways of 

fostering community, and ultimately 
illuminate the gifts that Latino families 

bring to our schools.

June 24 - 26, 2024

“Walking closely with the Latino community, which 
values relationships, connections, and inclusion, 

greatly enriches our parishes and schools.” 

- Vivian Cabrera, American Magazine
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You are an 
ADVOCATE!

LATINO OUTREACHENGLISH AS A NEW LANGUAGE

Hernandez Fellows

RELATED PROGRAMS

Professional Development

Latino Enrollment Institute

Adelante Conference

Latino Educator and 
Administrator Development

Resources

Dual Language

School Pastors’ Institute

Early Childhood Language
Intensive Preschools (ECLIP)

Chicago English Learner & Latino Outreach 
Initiative (CELLO)

ACE in Chile (ChACE)

Jocelyn Smith, Ed.D. 
jsmith89@nd.edu

574-631-9434


